
 
 

              

     

  Lay Assistant:   
   Cindy Gaither 
 

  Lay Readers       
   1/6 Joliene Bowers 
   1/13 Cameron Buskirk 
   1/20 Tracey Atwood 
   1/27 Ron Padgett 
  

HaPpY  January 
BIRTHDAY !!!  
Carmelo Roman 8th 
Lisa Gilmore - 9th 

Eve Rhiannon McAnany -14th   
Grier Donnell- 24th 
Kayla Holladay - 26th  
Dana Gilmore - 26th  
Amber Mincey - 27th  
Jessica Barnett - 28th  
Sonny Kemp - 29th 
Golden Agers 
Catherine Reeve - 13th 
Smiley Corbin - 19th 
Tommy Long - 20th

 

 
            

THE WAY OF DELIGHT 
We Pray ... 

Heavenly Father, we know 
what it means to delight in 
something. You delight to show 
mercy. By your Spirit, rekindle 
in us the gift of delighting in 
you. In Jesus’ name, Amen 
 

A Different Kind of 
Motivator 

It’s not that duty represents 
something wrong or harmful. 
Far from it! On the contrary, 
duty and a sense of it have 
inspired countless good things 
and even the greatest of 
sacrifice. How many parents 
have shouldered their 
responsibilities day after day, 
if not always out of  
joy and excitement, then at 
least out of a sense of duty and 
responsibility? How many 
soldiers and first responders 

have put themselves in harm’s 
way time after time, if not  
out of joy and delight, then out 
of a sense of duty toward the 
well-being of others? How 
many inspectors of railroad 
tracks or food items have 
spared many a life, simply by 
doing their duty toward the 
public? A sense of duty isn’t 
something bad. In most cases, 
it’s something to be honored 
and emulated. But duty isn’t  
the only motivator, and, if 
Scripture is heard, it isn’t even 
the best motivator. For, better 
than duty, there remains 
something more, something  
other. There remains, as Saint 
Paul might put it, “a still more 
excellent way” (1 Corinthians 
12:31).There remains the gift 
of delight 
God’s Own Delight Shows Us 

the Way 
Where do we learn best about 
delight and the nature of it? 
We see it and learn it best from 
God himself through the 
Scriptures, especially the Old 
Testament. Have we really 
noted how time and time again 
the delight of God describes  
the very nature and motivation 
of God? How much room have 
we made in our thinking for a 
God who delights in things? Is 
this even part of our 
understanding of God, of what 
moves and motivates God? To 
be sure, God is a God of 
commandment and expectation 
with every right to expect 
dutiful obedience. But there is  
also another side of God — the 
God who takes delight 
, especially in His own.  
God’s Delight as God’s Gift 

of Grace 
Thanks be to God that, even 
after the coming of sin into the 
world, God continues to take  

Delight in being a God of race 
and to find delight in those ho 
hope in him.G o d ’s delight 
is sign and proof of His love 
and grace. In these delight-
filled passages, the word 
“delight” speaks to what lies 
“at the very heart” of God, of 
what motivates God’s own 
doing. In 1 Kings 10:9, the 
Queen of Sheba (of all 
people!) says to Solomon:  
“Blessed be the Lord your God 
who has delightedin you and 
set you on the throne of Israel! 
Because the Lord loved Israel 
forever, he has made you 
king....”Some delightfully 
gracious words of God are also 
heard through Isaiah in Isaiah 
62:4:“You shall no more be 
termed Forsaken, and your 
land shall no more be termed 
Desolate, but you shall be 
called My Delight is in Her....” 
Amazed by the steadfast love 
of God even for sinners, the 
prophet Micah writes in 7:18: 
“Who is a God like you, 
pardoning iniquity and passing 
over transgression for the 
remnant of his inheritance? He 
does not retain his anger 
forever, because he delights 
in steadfast love. “A special 
delight is found toward those 
who hope in God’s love, as in 
Psalm 147:10-11:“His delight 
is not in the strength of the 
horse, nor his pleasure in the 
legs of a man, but the Lord 
takes pleasure in those who 
fear him, in those who hope in  
his steadfast love. “Even in 
God’s reproving of his own, 
the author of Proverbs, in 
Proverbs 3:12, finds evidence 
of a special kind of paternal 
delight: “for the Lord reproves 
him whom he loves, as a father 
the son in whom he delights.” 

The Brief Order for 
Confession and Forgiveness 

reads in part: 



 
 

“For the sake of your Son, 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead 
us, so that we may delight 
in your will and walk in your 
ways to the glory of your holy 
name.”  
LBW, p. 56 
Next Week: The Still More 

Excellent Way 
------------------------------------- 

Life Changes… 
Millie Everett, sister of Ruthie 
Padgett passed to the Church 
Triumphant on December 27, 
2018. 
Almighty God, source of all 
mercy and giver of comfort: 
Deal graciously; we pray, with 
those who mourn, that, casting 
all their sorrow on you, they 
may know the consolation of 
your love; through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  

- Prayer from the Lutheran 
Book of Worship 

------------------------------------- 
Thank you to Jane Beam for 
ordering and having the 
poinsettias arrive this year.  
They were beautiful. 
------------------------------------- 
 
 
 
 
Thank you to all of the 
members of Advent that helped 
with decorating the church for 
our celebration of the Lord’s 
birth. We appreciate your time. 
 
 

Dear Advent Family,  
  Thank You for the many gifts, 
monetary and others that we 
received this Christmas.  We 
appreciate your love and 
generosity. 
Much Love, Pastor Jones, 
Matthew and Lin 
 
Many thanks to Matthew and 
Cameron for working on our 
speakers and sound system all 
week. 

A Devotion from Pastor Jones 
His Name Is John  

57 Now the time came for Elizabeth 
to give birth, and she bore a son. 
58 And her neighbors and relatives 
heard that the Lord had shown great 
mercy to her, and they rejoiced with 
her. 59 And on the eighth day they 
came to circumcise the child. And 
they would have called him 
Zechariah after his father, 60 but his 
mother answered, “No; he shall be 
called John.” 61 And they said to her, 
“None of your relatives is called by 
this name.” 62 And they made signs 
to his father, inquiring what he 
wanted him to be called. 63 And he 
asked for a writing tablet and wrote, 
“His name is John.” And they all 
wondered. 64 And immediately his 
mouth was opened and his tongue 
loosed, and he spoke, blessing God. 
65 And fear came on all their 
neighbors. And all these things were 
talked about through all the hill 
country of Judea, 66 and all who 
heard them laid them up in their 
hearts, saying, “What then will this 
child be?” For the hand of the Lord 
was with him. – Luke 1:57–66 ESV

 

The kerfuffle that took place at the 
naming of Elizabeth and 
Zechariah’s newborn son is 
intriguing. Scripture recounts that as 
their son was to be circumcised, 
family and friends were questioning 
Elizabeth’s announcement that the 
child will be called John. Convinced 
that she must be unaware of family 
lineage and history — no one in the 
family sported that moniker — the 
enclave turns to the mute patriarch 
for clarification. Zechariah called 
for a tablet upon which he writes the 
breathtaking words, “His name is 
John,” to the amazement of all 
gathered. 
Surely, something must warrant 
such a dramatic response to a 
relatively small name. The next 
question is, to borrow a line from 
Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet, 
“What’s in a name?” 

Now, according to the reading, the 
expectation was to name the child 
after his father, Zechariah. There we 
begin. Zechariah’s name means 
“God remembers.” How fitting. As 
a priest and parent, Zechariah’s 
responsibilities would include 
remembering the laws of God, the 
Scriptures and holy observances 

which invite Israel and her 
neighbors to recall God’s merciful 
and mighty acts. It was on such an 
observance that Zechariah was 
visited by the archangel Gabriel 
who delivered news of John’s soon-
to-be birth. During that astonishing 
encounter, Gabriel revealed the 
child’s purpose (Luke 1:14-16 ); of 
note, the child would join the 
prophetic throng to “prepare the 
way for the Lord” (Isaiah 40:3 ; 
Malachi 3:1 ). These were 
challenging words for this priest to 
hear. An injunction of silence, 
bestowed by Gabriel, prevented the 
priest from uttering the name of his 
son, reciting the Law, or from 
voicing ritual observances to God 
until the angel’s message to 
Zechariah came to pass. 

What’s in this name, John? In its 
simplicity, the name John means 
“God’s grace.” In its complexity, 
“God’s grace” encapsulates all of 
the angel’s declarations about this 
boy, who would one day preach to 
viperous crowds on the bank of the 
Jordan and call them to repentance. 
His ministry would provoke hearers 
to ask this prophet, “Who are you?” 
John would then reveal his God-
given role by explaining that he was 
“the voice of the one crying out in 
the wilderness, make straight the 
way of the Lord.” He would also 
proclaim that all “flesh shall see the 
salvation of God.” Indeed, they 
would see “salvation;” John would 
be the one to point to Jesus and 
shout that He is, “the Lamb of God 
who takes away the sin of the 
world!” (John 1:23-29 ) 

Because of God’s grace, Zechariah 
was, once again, given voice; 
because of God’s grace, hopeless 
masses sought repentance; and 
because of God’s grace, salvation 
was near. “For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only son, 
that whoever believes in him should 
not perish but have eternal life. For 
God did not send the Son into the 
world to condemn the world, but in 
order that the world might be saved 
through him”(John 3:16-17 ESV ). 

Prayer: Almighty God, your grace 
abounds. Help us to see the blessing 
of this grace in the one whom John 
directs us to, Jesus Christ, your Son, 
our Lord. Amen. 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke 1.14-16
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Isa 40.3
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Mal 3.1
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke 1.57%E2%80%9366
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John 1.23-29
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John 3.16-17


 
 

   Advent       
Evensong 

We have had a very Blessed 
Advent and Christmas Season 
in Advent Evangelical 
Lutheran Church.  The 
following are some of the 
pictures that we would like to 
share from our Services. 
    
    
    
   

  

   Festival of the Holy Nativity 

  Festival of Carols 

 



 
 

Pastor Samar Ghandour 
in Liberia 

Brethren, the Lord be with 
you. 

The people in Liberia and 
Victory ministry send you 
greetings in the name of Christ. 
They continue to be grateful 
for your faithful and 
continuous prayers, support 
and desire to see the Lord work 
in Liberia and the other West 
African countries. 
NEW CHURCHES INTO THE 
VICTORY MINISTRY FAMLY 
The Lord continues to use us to 
do His work in the West 
African area. By His grace we 
have been able to start Gwenny 
Town, Henry Town, Bong 
Village, Wangeko, and Barnor 
churches. We were hoping that 
the Nedowen church would be 
started but we were not 
successful. The preliminary 
work was done but the church-
planting phase was not 
successful to have the church 
planted. We gave the situation 
to God and continue to look for 
His direction. 
PRELIMINARY WORKS 
Preliminary works are being 
carried out for the Brewerville 
church-planting. Please pray 
for the team and other 
assistants in the process. This 
is a larger and more-connected 
city. Initial identification of 
two towns are being done for 
Gbapolu and other places. We 
are praying for a successful 
early conversation with the 
leadership in these towns. 
TEACHING AND BAPTISM 
We were at the Region One 
regional convocation. We were 
there to provide doctrinal 
clarity, and leadership 
education on Biblical teaching. 
We were opportune to have 
baptized fifteen people at the 
convocation. 
LAND PURCHASES 

We negotiated and paid for the 
following church land: 
Kormah, Gwenney Town, 
Gbesseh, Nyanla, Bongoma. 
This would enable the 
churches find means to build 
and leave people’s dwelling 
places and other public 
facilities where they are driven 
out constantly. The Bongoma 
church is already built but land 
was not fully paid for. 
CONSTRUCTION AND 
DEVELOPMENTS 
Financial assistance was 
provided to the Gbesseh and 
Nyanla churches to help them 
purchase initial materials for 
bricks, transportation of sand, 
gravel, and other local 
materials needed for the church 
construction. The two churches 
also receive assistance for the 
purchase of materials and tools 
for land clearing.Financial 
assistance was provided to the 
Kakata and Tienii churches to 
purchase bricks and crushed 
rocks. The Tienii church still 
has over 1,300 bricks to 
transportation to the 
construction site. The Kakata 
church will used the bricks for 
the expansion of the edifice. 
The Tienii church finances 
would be used for the 
purchasing and hauling for 
additional bricks in preparation 
for the construction of the edi 
BIBLE COLLEGE 
The Bible college process is 
moving on smoothly. The 
catalog is being writer, the 
curriculum is also being 
written. It’s most likely that the 
school would open before my 
return in May, 2019. It’s 
already exciting that many 
Victory Ministry pastors are 
willing to serve as the initial 
students. There is a great 
eagerness to learn to be an 
effective pastor. We may even 

have more than the ten 
anticipated initial students.  
Based on the caliber of 
teachers and the curriculum, 
this school will be one of the 
best in the country from the 
start. With the minimum 
facility, resources, we are 
trusting our God to strengthen 
the students, school, and 
faculty to provide a sound and 
spiritual education for the 
future pastors, evangelists, and 
missionaries. 
MEDICAL ASSISTANCE 
We continue to provide 
financial assistance for the sick 
pastors, their sick wives, and 
other time young children who 
are unable to underwrite the 
cost of their medical needs, 
paying tuition of needed 
students. 
MOTOR CIRCLE 
Due to the rise in the number 
of churches in Region Four, 
Victory Ministry provided a 
motor bike for the region’s 
used. The motor bike will help 
the Dean travel to the churches 
and provide supervision, 
education, training, and 
pastoral care.  
REQUESTS 
Please continue to pray for us. 
We still have five churches to 
plant, start the Bible college, 
recruit students, pay teachers at 
the Bible college, provide three 
more motor bikes, maintain the 
car we use here ,purchase 
gasoline, free the container 
from the port, supervise the 
2019 convocation, conduct the 
pastoral leadership and 
discipleship conference. Lord’s 
wisdom for all these things. 
We need the Holy Spirit’s 
guidance and anointing; and 
we want the Lord to be 
glorified in that we would do. 
Thanks, and may our God 
continue to bless you. 


